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Submitted via www.regulations.gov 
Office of General Counsel, Rules Docket Clerk 
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451 7th Street SW, Room 10276  
Washington, DC 20410-0500 
 
Re: HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, RIN 2501-AD89 Comments in Response to Proposed Rulemaking: Housing 
and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Status 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,    
 
On behalf of California’s 1,330, community health centers (CHCs) that provide high-quality, comprehensive care 
to 6.9 million patients, the California Primary Care Association appreciates the opportunity to submit comments 
in response to the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) proposed rule regarding the 
“Verification of Eligible Status,” published in the Federal Register on May 10, 2019. 
 
With 76% of CHC patients living at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level and more than 70%  identifying as 
a person of color, CHCs serve the most indigent and vulnerable communities. CHCs understand the importance 
of housing stability on population health. Housing is recognized as a basic human need, and research shows a 
clear linkage between stable housing and health. Lack of stable housing is associated with dramatic effects on 
the overall health and wellbeing of individuals and families. More frequent hospital visits and increased risk of 
developing mental health conditions, especially in children, are all correlated with housing instability. 
Furthermore, lack of stable housing adversely impacts patients’ long-term economic productivity.1 
 
The proposed “Verification of Eligible Status” rule will be detrimental to California CHCs and their patients. The 
proposed rule, which would change how families with mixed immigration statuses receive prorated HUD 
assistance, will limit the ability of immigrant patients to access stable housing and negatively impact their 
health.  This perspective leads us to respectfully request that the Administration rescind this proposal, and 
leave long-standing regulations in place.  
 
As further detailed in the paragraphs below, this proposed rule will:  

1. Adversely impact the health of vulnerable persons, including children and aged and aging adults.  
2. Exacerbate the current housing and homelessness crises. 

 
The proposed rule will adversely impact the health of vulnerable persons 
This rule will cause undue hardship to not only immigrants, but also eligible citizens who reside in mixed-status 
households, and will create unnecessary burdens on all public housing residents by requiring additional 
documentation to be submitted. The additional documentation requirements will have a significant impact on 
many of the most vulnerable communities, such as children and aged and aging adults.   

                                                 
1https://www.cbpp.org/research/research-shows-housing-vouchers-reduce-hardship-and-provide-platform-for-longterm-gains 
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 Children- Research shows that housing instability directly impedes cognitive development, as well as 
increases student suspension rates, truancy, and expulsions. 23 According to HUD, 70% of mixed status 
families are composed of eligible children and ineligible parents, or roughly 55,000 U.S citizen children.4 By 
eliminating the ability of mixed status families to receive prorated assistance on a permanent basis, the 
proposed rule denies eligible citizen children of housing subsidies because they have parents with ineligible 
noncitizen status. Families will be forced to choose between staying together or losing their housing.   

  

 Aged and aging adults- For the aged and gaining community, housing stability is crucial for the management 
of mental and physical health. The proposed rule will create excessive burdens for this population. Obtaining 
and submitting additional documentation, such as documented proof of citizenship or nationality, will be 
particularly difficult for older applicants.  Documentation burden will lead to eligible citizens losing their 
housing assistance and facing eviction.  

 
The proposed rule will exacerbate the current housing and homelessness crises. 
California is in the midst of worsening housing and homelessness crises. California CHCs serve more than two 
hundred thousand homeless patients, and if this rule is implemented as proposed it will undoubtedly increase 
the number of homeless individuals. We must diligently act to improve the housing assistance and availability 
for our communities, yet this proposal will do the opposite. HUD’s impact analysis indicates that the transition 
would cost between $372 million and $437 million to offset the per-family costs caused by the elimination of 
mixed-status households. These increased costs will lead to a decrease in the total number of families supported 
by housing assistance nationwide.5  
 
For these reasons, we respectfully request that the Administration rescind this proposal, and leave long-
standing regulations in place.  The time and resources of the Department should be used to uplift communities 
and advancing policies that strengthen the ability of all families to remain housed. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Michael Helmick at (916)440-8170 or mhelmick@cpca.org for further information.  

Sincerely, 

 
Andie Martinez Patterson 
Vice President of Government Affairs 
California Primary Care Association 

 

                                                 
2 https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/32706/412899-The-Negative-Effects-of-Instability-on-Child-

Development-A-Research-Synthesis.PDF 
3 http://gradworks.umi.com/3639463.pdf  
4 See HUD, Regulatory Impact Analysis, Amendments to Further Implement Provisions of the Housing and Community Development Act of 
1980, Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, at 6-8 (Apr. 15, 2019)  
5 HUD, Regulatory Impact Analysis, Amendments to Further Implement Provisions of the Housing and Community Development Act of 
1980, Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, at 11 (Apr. 15, 2019).  
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