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June 20, 2019 
 
 
 
Regulations Division, Office of General Counsel 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
451 7th Street SW, Room 10276 
Washington, DC 20410-055 
 
RE: Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible 
Status, Docket No. HUD-2019-0044  
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
On behalf of the Alliance for Children’s Rights, we offer comments on the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible 
Status, Docket No. JUD-2019-0044. We oppose the inclusion of language in the 
proposed rule which prevents undocumented immigrants from living in federally 
assisted housing and urge the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
to withdraw the proposed regulation from consideration. 
 
The Alliance for Children’s Rights protects the rights of impoverished, abused 
and neglected children and youth. By providing free legal services, advocacy, 
and programs that create pathways to jobs and education, the Alliance levels 
the playing field and ensures that children who have experienced foster care are 
able to fulfill their potential. 
 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1980 
Under Section 214 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1980, as  
amended, undocumented immigrants cannot receive federal housing assistance.  
However, families of mixed-immigration status can live in subsidized housing if 
at least one member of the household is eligible to receive assistance.  Mixed-
status families are households that include both members who are eligible and 
ineligible for housing assistance based on their immigration status.    
 
Under current law, in addition to citizens, lawful permanent residents, refugees,  
and asylum seekers are also eligible for federal housing assistance, but 
undocumented immigrants are not.  Public housing subsidies for mixed-status 
families are prorated based on market rent. Ineligible family members do not 
receive any housing assistance; as such, mixed-status family households pay a 
substantially higher rent than households that do not include undocumented 
family members. 
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Immigrants support economic growth 
Under the proposed rule, undocumented immigrants in mixed-status families would be 
prohibited from living in assisted housing – even if they are not the direct recipient of the 
benefit.  The rule would also require all residents under the age of 62 to have their immigration 
status screened through the Department of Homeland Security’s Alien Verification for 
Entitlements (SAVE) program. 
 
According to a recent analysis by the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC), many of the 
nearly 11 million immigrants living in California arrived with advanced degrees. More than half 
of the newly arrived immigrants of working age in California are college graduates. Thirty-seven 
percent of U.S.-born Californians have a degree. 
 
The PPIC says that California depends on immigrants to keep the economy moving. Their labor 
extends across every major industry, including tech and health sectors, electronic and product 
manufacturing, and software publishing and computer systems design. Immigrants also work in 
the state’s nursing, agriculture and hospitality industries. The proposed rule could significantly 
negatively impact the economic contributions of working families placing them at risk of 
homelessness.  
 
Affordable housing at a premium 
Since the 1970s, California has experienced an extended and increasing housing shortage: by 
2018 California had the 49th lower ratio of housing units per resident. In many families, it is not 
possible for one breadwinner to shoulder the cost of housing. It often takes several members of 
the family working to afford available rental housing. 
 
California’s average monthly rent is about 50 percent higher than the rest of the country. High 
housing costs drive California’s official poverty rate from roughly 13 percent (slightly higher 
than average) to 19 percent (highest in the nation) under the Census Bureau’s Supplemental 
Poverty Measure, which takes into account food, clothing, shelter, and utilities. Over 1.5 million 
low-income renter households in California report spending more than half of their income on 
housing: This is about 11 percent of all California households, a higher proportion than in the 
rest of the country (about 7 percent). Californians spend a larger share of their income on rent 
than households in the rest of the nation at every income quartile and households with the 
lowest income face the highest rent burden. 
 
Implementation of this rule will keep people who are legally eligible for housing assistance from 
receiving help and could foster the break-up of families.  For example, in the instance where 
the undocumented family member is a parent, families would be forced to either choose the 
removal of the undocumented parent from the household or be evicted as a whole. Evicted 
families could be rendered homeless due to limited means and serve shortage of affordable 
housing in California.  Families evicted from assisted housing under this rule would have an 
extremely difficult time finding affordable housing and many would likely end up homeless. This 
is particularly cruel for children who are U.S citizens,  
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but would unable to stay in assisted housing if even one of their parents or legal guardians are 
not documented. 
 
Housing assistance provides support to the lowest income households to help individuals and 
families achieve self-reliance and prevent homelessness. Safe and stable housing provides 
greater opportunity to build self-reliance and promotes work readiness. For the reasons noted, 
we oppose the proposed rule to prevent undocumented immigrants from living in federally 
assisted housing and request withdrawal of the proposed rule. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

 

Angie Schwartz 

Policy Director 

 
 


