
 

1385 S. Colorado Blvd, #622 
Denver, CO 80222 

(303) 861-4995 

 

July 8, 2019 

 

Office of General Counsel, Rules Docket Clerk 

Department of Housing and Urban Development 

451 7th Street SW, Room 10276  

Washington, DC 20410-0500 

 

Re: HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, RIN 2501-AD89 Comments in Response to Proposed Rulemaking: 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Status\ 

 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Colorado Association of Local Public Health Officials in response to the 

Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) proposed rule to express our strong 

opposition to the changes regarding "verification of eligible status,” published in the Federal 

Register on May 10, 2019 (RIN 2501-AD89; HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01). This proposed rule 

would disallow families of mixed immigration status from obtaining any HUD housing benefits 

regardless of the number of US citizens living in the home. We urge the rule to be withdrawn in its 

entirety, and ask that HUD’s long-standing regulations, allowing mixed status families to pay 

higher rents to account for any non-citizen household members, remain in effect. 

 

CALPHO is the professional association representing the 53 Local Public Health Agencies (LPHAs) in 

Colorado.  Our member-driven advocacy, initiatives and research aim to improve the practice of 

Colorado’s public health delivery system.  Public health services benefit all people by creating healthy 

communities where we all live, work and play.  We strive to assure that opportunities to live a healthy 

life, including living in safe affordable housing, are made available on an equitable basis so everyone has 

the opportunity to thrive, and for that reason we have concerns with the proposed rule change regarding 

"verification of eligible status”. 

 

In many areas of Colorado, 10-20% or more of our residents are foreign-born1. These community 

members, regardless of immigration status, are becoming more and more fearful of interacting with the 

healthcare and public health systems. Federally proposed rule changes that target how immigrants utilize 

benefits, like the one proposed here, are exacerbating this problem and creating significant public health 

concerns. Clinics in the Denver metro area have reported decreases in appointments made by immigrant 

clients2. WIC clinics have directly experienced the negative implications of these proposals with many 

clients wishing to disenroll their families from the program for fear of government retribution. The new 

proposed rule change from HUD would further drive families from benefits we know improve health3 by 

forcing mixed status families to make an impossible decision—either break up to allow eligible family 

members to continue receiving housing assistance or forgo that assistance to stay together. 

 

Discouraging or outright disallowing mixed status families’ access to public benefits has broader 

implications than just removing ‘ineligible’ members of a household. This rule change punishes U.S. 

citizen children by creating housing instability, which has generational impacts on their health and future 

                                                 
1 United States Census. American Fact Finder. https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml?src=bkmk Accessed June 26, 2019. 
2 Mile High Health Alliance. Decline in Access to Healthcare through Safety-Net Clinics by Immigrant and Refugees in Denver. March 2018. 

http://milehighhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Immigrant-Health-Drop-Off-Report-FINAL-3.18.pdf  
3 Marianne Bitler & Janet Currie, “Does WIC Work? The Effects of WIC on Pregnancy and Birth Outcomes,” 1 J. of Policy Analysis & Mgmt. 73 (2005) 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml?src=bkmk
http://milehighhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Immigrant-Health-Drop-Off-Report-FINAL-3.18.pdf


 

 

success. Research has shown that economic and housing instability impedes children’s cognitive 

development, leading to poorer life outcomes as adults.4 Housing instability is directly correlated to 

decreases in student retention rates and contributes to homeless students’ high suspension rates, school 

turnover, truancy, and expulsions, limiting students’ opportunity to obtain the education they need to 

succeed later in life.5 At least 500 Colorado families would be affected by this rule change.6 Nationwide, 

HUD’s own analysis estimates 55,000 children will be at-risk for homelessness if this change goes into 

effect.7 

 

Helping kids in immigrant families do well is not only the right thing to do, it is also a sound investment 

in our state and the country’s future. One of the clearest and most striking findings in a major study from 

the National Academy of Sciences is that the children of immigrants, once grown, become among the 

strongest contributors to the country’s economy.8 As adults, these children earn more, pay more in taxes, 

and are an essential part of replacing our aging workforce. 

 

For the reasons outlined in this comment, we urge that this rule be withdrawn in its entirety and that the 

current rules remain unchanged. HUD should instead dedicate its efforts to advancing policies that 

strengthen – rather than undermine – the ability of immigrants to support themselves and their families. 

We want our communities to thrive and that can only happen when families are whole, do not live in fear, 

and have access to necessities, like food, health care, and housing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Shannon Kolman 

Policy and Programs Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
4 Heather Sandstrom & Sandra Huerta, The Negative Effects of Instability on Child Development: A research Synthesis (2013), 

https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/32706/412899-The-Negative-Effects-of-Instability-on-Child-Development-A-Research-Synthesis.PDF. 
5 See Mai Abdul Rahman, The Demographic Profile of Black Homeless High School Students Residing in the District of Columbia Shelters and the Factors 

that Influence their Education 55 (Mar. 2014) (Ph.D. dissertation, Howard University), available at http://gradworks.umi.com/3639463.pdf (citations omitted). 
6 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. 2017. Families Receiving Assistance from Public Housing, Section 8 Project-Based Rental Assistance, Section 8 

Moderate Rehabilitation, or Housing Choice Voucher Program.  
7 See HUD, Regulatory Impact Analysis, Amendments to Further Implement Provisions of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1980, Docket No. 

FR-6124-P-01, at 6-8 (Apr. 15, 2019)  
8 National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, The Economic and Fiscal Consequences of Immigration. Washington, DC: The National 

Academies Press, 2017. http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=23550.   

https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/32706/412899-The-Negative-Effects-of-Instability-on-Child-Development-A-Research-Synthesis.PDF
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/32706/412899-The-Negative-Effects-of-Instability-on-Child-Development-A-Research-Synthesis.PDF
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/32706/412899-The-Negative-Effects-of-Instability-on-Child-Development-A-Research-Synthesis.PDF
http://gradworks.umi.com/3639463.pdf

