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July, 9, 2019 

 

TO: Office of General Counsel,  

Rules Docket Clerk Department of Housing and Urban Development 

451 7th Street SW, Room 10276  

Washington, DC 20410-0500  

 

RE: HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, RIN 2501-AD89 Comments in Response to Proposed 

Rulemaking: Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of 

Eligible Status 

 

Dear Secretary Carson: 

 

I am writing you regarding the proposed rule HUD released on May 10, 2019 titled “Housing and 

Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Status.” The proposed rule would 

significantly change HUD’s regulations by further restricting eligibility for federal housing assistance 

based on immigration status. If finalized, the proposed rule will effectively evict 25,000 immigrant 

families from their homes, including over 55,000 children who are eligible for housing assistance 

under federal law. 

 

The proposed rule would require housing providers to collect and verify documentation that was not 

previously required. Private property owners would need to collect documents “proving” the 

citizenship of more than nine million assisted residents. The rule would apply to all households 

currently receiving Section 214 subsidies, as well as to anyone who may apply for these housing 

programs in the future. These new requirements would impose new administrative costs and burdens 

for housing providers, which HUD does not account for in the rule. These costs could deter housing 

providers from participating or continuing to participate in these programs, which would exacerbate 

the affordable housing crisis and would undoubtedly leave many families, including U.S. citizens, 

homeless by evicting thousands of mixed-status households, including those with eligible family 

members. 

 

Current laws prohibit subsidizing immigrants from participating in Federal Housing programs but 

allow families to stay together with pro-rated assistance to families once their head of household or 

leaseholder has established an eligible immigration status.  

 

Affordable housing is essential for families to thrive. Many immigrant families will be harmed by the 

fear and confusion created by this rule and related policies. Adding additional documentation 

requirements will create more barriers to housing for those who need it most.  
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In 1988, Congress included a provision by which mixed-status families who had been receiving full 

subsidy prior to the statute’s passage could avoid family breakup. 

 

Despite their many contributions and hard work, communities of color continue to face prejudice and 

discrimination throughout the United States, and many continue to struggle to meet basic needs, 

including finding a home they can afford. HUD should withdraw its rule because it is in direct conflict 

with the congressional mandate of Section 214 to provide prorated assistance to mixed status families. 

 

I urge you to reconsider and withdraw the proposed rule in its entirety. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

 

Robert J Lovero, Mayor 

City of Berwyn, Illinois 

 

 

 


