
CAIJPORNIA CENTRAI VALIEY JOURNEY
P0K JUSTICE

P0. BOX 1136 MERCED CA, 95341-1136

Office of General Counsel, Rules Docket Clerk
Department of Housing and Urban Development
451 7 Street SW, Room 10276
Washington, DC 20410-0500

Re: HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, RIN 2501-AD89 Comments in Response to Proposed
Rulemaking: Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible Status

Dear Sir/Madam:

I am writing on behalf of California Central Valley Journey for Justice in response tO the
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s tHUD) proposed rule to express our strong
opposition to the changes regarding “verification of eligible status,” published in the Federal
Register on May 10, 2019 (RIN 2501-AD89; HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01). The proposal is
absolutely unfair and mean-spirited. It does not offer affordable housing for all people that need
it and that qualify. We urge the rule to be withdrawn in its entirety, and that HUD’s long
standing regulations remain in effect.

The California Central Valley Journey for Justice is a grassroots organization based out
of Merced, California, in existence since 2007. We seek to educate, motivate, to organize,
mobilize, and to energize the community around issues of poverty. Because poverty comes in
many forms, our purpose is to shine a moral searchlight on issues that arise in the community. As
an organization, we want the Central Valley as a whole, and specifically Merced, to reflect the
values of a healthy, safe and just community. This includes the concerns of residents such as
their being targeted because of citizenship status, race, class, sexual identity, culture, and/or
political views.
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Although HUD contends that the proposed rule is a means of addressing the waitlist crisis
faced by a majority of Public Housing Authorities nationwide, the California Central Valley
Journey for Justice recognizes that the proposed rule is a part of the current administration’s
coordinated attack on immigrant families. We all share the concern that millions of U.S.
households struggle to fmd affordable housing in the ongohig nationwide housing crisis, but
blaming struggling immigrant families will not fix this problem. Indeed, HUD’s own analysis of
the proposed rule concludes that fewer, not more, families are likely to receive assistance as a
result of the rule. The real issue is the lack of sufficient funding to ensure that every family,
regardless of immigration status, has access to one of the most basic of human rights—a safe
place to call home.

Members in our community have experienced rent increases for fixed income senior
citizens and working families from $525.00 to $900.00 per month. There are remodeling
projects in the community that have caused evictions of low-income tenants with no place to go.
We are a high poverty area that could benefit from more affordable public housing units.

We urge HUD to inimediately withdraw its current proposal, and dedicate its efforts to
advancing policies that strengthen—rather than undermine—the ability of immigrants to support
themselves and their families in the future. If we want our communities to thrive, everyone in
those communities must be able to stay together and get the care, services and support they need
to remain healthy and productive.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the proposed rulemaking. Please
do not hesitate to contact us to provide further information.

Respectfully,

!duoj\cLo Co2tro
Eduardo Castro on behalf of the Board of Directors

President Elect 2017-2019


