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Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Room 10276 
451 7th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20410-0500 
 
Submitted via: https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=HUD-2019-0044-0001 
 
Re: FR-6124-P-01 Housing and Community Development Act of 1980: Verification of Eligible 
Status -- Federal Register Number:  2019-09566 
 
On behalf of our 800,000 members, Equality California appreciates the opportunity to express 
our strong opposition to HUD’s proposed rule, “Housing and Community Development Act of 
1980: Verification of Eligible Status” published May 10, 2019 in the Federal Register. 
 
If implemented as drafted, “mixed-status families” would be prohibited from living in the 
following federal housing assistance programs:  Public Housing, Section 8 Housing Choice 
Vouchers, Section 8 Project-Based Housing, Section 235 Home Loan Program, Section 236 
Rental Assistance Program, The Rent Supplement Program, and Housing Development Grant 
Programs for low-income units. 
 
The direct result of the proposed rule would force families that are already economically 
precarious to make a terrible choice: to no longer live in subsidized housing or no longer live 
together. The first choice would cause tremendous family disruption and financial hardship. 
And the second choice may be even worse – it would rip families apart and have terrible ripple 
effects on established daily patterns, jobs and schools. Profound and lasting trauma will be an 
obvious consequence of fraying emotional bonds between parents and their children, between 
spouses and in intergenerational households. 
 
Nearly three-quarters of all mixed-status families contain U.S.-born children with at least one 
noncitizen parent. It is hard to imagine why the Federal government would propose a rule that 
would so damage its nation’s children -- economic and housing instability impedes children’s 
cognitive development, which worsens their academic achievement, emotional growth, and 
wellbeing. 
 
Furthermore, the proposed rule is in direct conflict with federal policy priorities of ending 
homelessness and federal mandates for states to provide certain assistance and programs to 
all people, regardless of immigration status. Virtually every major city in the country has a 
dramatic shortfall of affordable housing – forcing low-income people into the marketplace of 
unsubsidized housing will inevitably cause more homelessness, housing insecurity and poverty. 
 
Equality California is the nation’s largest statewide lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
queer (LGBTQ) civil rights organization. For the past 30 years we have sought to improve the 
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lives, security, health and wellbeing of LGBTQ people and their families, including in 
undocumented and immigrant communities. 
 
Much of the work we have done lies in the area of homelessness because as a result of 
systemic discrimination in the workplace, LGBTQ people are 2.5 times more likely to receive 
public housing assistance than their non-LGBTQ peers. Most vulnerable of all are transgender 
people, LGBTQ people with disabilities including HIV and AIDS, older LGBTQ people, and LGBTQ 
people of color especially those for whom English is not their first language. 
 
According to a 2018 report by the National Low Income Housing Coalition1, California has eight 
of the ten highest rental cost metropolitan counties in the country: Marin, San Francisco, San 
Mateo, Santa Clara, Alameda, Contra Costa, Santa Cruz and Santa Barbara. And in the table 
showing “States ranked by two-bedroom housing wage (most expensive to least expensive), 
California is –– the state with the largest immigrant population –– is proceeded only by the tiny 
state of Hawaii. 
 
In California, the eviction of mixed status families from subsidized housing will almost certainly 
plunge them into homelessness. 
 
It is clear that HUD’s proposed rule is not about keeping undocumented immigrants from 
benefiting from federal housing assistance because the law already prohibits undocumented 
immigrants from accessing such subsidies. Instead, it is obvious that the Administration’s 
animus toward immigrants – whether eligible or ineligible or living in mixed-status families – is 
the driving force behind the rule that would affect approximately 25,000 mixed-status families 
across the country. 
 
Forcing already vulnerable people into choosing between two terrible options: ripping their 
families apart or not using lifeline housing subsidy program, is cruel and pointless, and a stain 
on our nation’s founding principles. 
 
If the rule is enacted, tens of thousands of immigrant families would be placed at risk of 
homelessness, jeopardizing their family and housing stability, both of which are critical to 
getting families on a pathway to self-sufficiency and better life outcomes. For the reasons set 
forth above, Equality California urges the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development to 
withdraw this rule in its entirety and leave long-standing regulations in effect. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Valerie Ploumpis 
National Policy Director 
Equality California 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/OOR_2018.pdf 


