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Denver Housing Authority opposes new rule proposed by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 

HUD's proposed new rule serves only to disrupt existing tenants and families and places 

unnecessary burden and hardship on our most vulnerable families 

On May 10, 2019, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), led 

by Secretary Ben Carson, published a proposed rule to section 214 of the Housing and 

Community Development Act of 1980 prohibiting "persons other than United States citizens or 

certain categories of noncitizens from receiving financial assistance from HUD's public and 

specified assisted housing programs." 

This proposed change would displace current and prohibit future "mixed-status 

families"—households whose members have different citizenship and immigration statuses—

from living in public and other federally subsidized housing. This could include situations where 

several household members are U.S. citizens and one parent or person may have a different 

immigration status, including a legal immigration status that would disqualify the whole 

household from housing program eligibility. 

By HUD's own estimates, this proposal could lead to the eviction of thousands of mixed-

status families across the U.S., including over 55,000 children that are currently permitted to 

live together and receive prorated housing assistance for the eligible family members. In 

Denver, approximately 70 extremely low-income households could face displacement and 

possible homelessness. Meanwhile, our waitlist for public housing and housing choice vouchers 

is over 20,000. The proposed new rule does nothing to address this critical shortage. 

As such, the Denver Housing Authority echoes the concerns expressed by housing 

authorities and the broader affordable housing community nationally and opposes this rule 

change. 
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"The Denver Housing Authority believe this is cruel and unnecessary, and urges HUD not 

to adopt the published proposed rule change that would unnecessarily impact Denver families 

and children and potentially make them vulnerable to experiencing homelessness," stated 

Ismael Guerrero, DHA's Executive Director. 

Congress and HUD have been clear over the years that federal housing benefits are 

restricted to U.S. citizens and eligible noncitizens. Housing authorities already limit federal 

financial assistance to eligible individuals through pro-ration of benefits. HUD's proposed new 

rule serves only to disrupt existing tenants and families and places unnecessary burden and 

hardship on our most vulnerable families. Of equal concern, the proposed new rule attempts to 

scapegoat a minority of our community for the national problem of lengthy waitlists for 

subsidized housing. Waiting lists are long not because of undocumented families, but because 

there is not the political will to adequately fund public housing and housing choice vouchers to 

help all who need it. 

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please do not hesitate to contact 

Ismael Guerrero at iguerr@denverhousing.org  

Sincerely, 

Ismael Guerrero, Executive Director 

The Housing Authority of the City and County of Denver (DHA) 
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