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Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a 100-year-old social service organization that 
continuously grows and adapts to the changing needs of Cook and Lake counties, intentionally bringing 
programs and resources to people and neighborhoods most in need.  Based on the foundation of quality 
of life, self-determination, personal choice, and individual dignity and worth, Catholic Charities commits 
to providing services with competency, compassion, and professionalism.  Catholic Charities believes in 
the human potential of all persons – including families that are vulnerable and struggling to attain well-
being.  All persons deserve equal access to education, living wage jobs, health care, and social services.  
Without stable housing, however, it becomes near impossible to pursue these higher goals.   
 
In May 2019, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) published a proposed rule 
that would prohibit “mixed-status” families from living in public and other subsidized housing. Mixed-
status families include members who are eligible for housing assistance based on immigration status and 
members who are not. Of note, individuals deemed ineligible are not necessarily undocumented. 
Immigrants can have legal status yet still be ineligible for public housing programs.  According to current 
regulations, families may reside in subsidized housing even if one member is ineligible; the subsidy 
amount is simply decreased to exclude the ineligible person from the assistance.  
 
Under the proposed rule, mixed-status families will have to make the excruciating decision to either face 
eviction or separate as a family in order to retain housing stability. Both options will have lasting impacts 
on child and family health. Research shows that families who are evicted are more likely to experience 
homelessness, move into substandard or overcrowded housing, and experience adverse physical and 
mental health outcomes. The alternative, family separation, is a stressful and traumatizing experience 
for children, which can alter the architecture of a child’s developing brain and have lifelong 
consequences. 
 
More than 25,000 families, including more than 55,000 children who are U.S. citizens or have legal 
status, are at risk of being made homeless by HUD’s proposal. 
 
Each day, Catholic Charities pursues activities to end and prevent homelessness among all persons, 
especially families with children, regardless of immigration status.  The proposed rule directly 
contradicts this effort by creating additional barriers to housing access.  Families that lose their housing 
as a result of the proposed rule will undoubtedly struggle to find a home they can afford. They will find 
themselves unable to participate in community life and may require additional, more costly 
interventions to maintain physical health.  To address the affordable housing crisis and ensure everyone 
has safe, accessible, and decent shelter, Catholic Charities recommends making significant new 
investments in affordable housing resources, rather than targeting already vulnerable families. 
 
Catholic Charities appreciates this opportunity to submit public comments in opposition to HUD’s 
proposed rule regarding mixed-status families.  Should you have any questions, please contact Ann 
Grelecki, Director of Government Grants and Advocacy, at agreleck@catholiccharities.net or  
(312) 655-7930. 
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